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of an individual's khillaut. I have known some gentlemen tenacious to a foible, about the nature of the khillaut that could consistently be accepted ; I have heard it even expressed, * I shall be disgraced in the eyes of the world, if my khillaut has not the full complement usually conferred on men of my rank *. It is the honour they value, not the intrinsic worth of the articles, for it is no uncommon thing to find them distributing the dress of honour amongst their dependants, on the same day they have received it.
The splendid articles composing khillauts are as follows : swords with embroidered belts, the handle and scabbard either enamelled or embossed silver, often set with precious stones ; the most inferior have silver mountings and velvet scabbards ; shields studded with silver ; kirrich (dirk), the handle and sheath equally as rich as the swords ; embroidered or gold cloth chupkunds* (coats); shawl-stuff labaadahs 2 (pelisses), trimmed with sable ; turbans of shawl or muslin ; ornaments for the turban of diamonds and emeralds, the inferior of paste ; strings of pearls and emeralds for the neck ; shawls, always in pairs, of more or less value ; shawl-kerchiefs ; shawl cummerbunds3 (girdles); shawl lahaafs4 (counterpanes); gold cloth, gold and silver muslins, and shawl stuff, in pieces, each being sufficient to form a dress ; Benares silks, or rich satin for trousers ; pieces of fine embroidered muslin for shirts. These are the usual articles of value given in khillauts to the most exalted favourites. In some instances the King confers one hundred and one pieces in a khillaut; in others seventy-five, and down to five articles, which is the lowest number given in this much-prized dress of honour. In a khillaut of five pieces, I have observed, generally, a coarser kind of gold cloth dress, a coloured muslin turban, a pair of coarse shawls,, a coarse shawl romall5 (kerchief), and a girdle. I have also observed, that the higher the numbers rise, the quality of the articles increased in value; consequently, when we hear of
1 ChapJcan, the cassock-like frock, which is the usual dress of respectable natives.
8 Labada, a sort of overcoat.                   3 Kamarband, * loin-band '.
* Lahafj a corruption of gliilaf, ' a wrapper '. s Humal, * face-wiper '.